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Darulfatwa of Australia

Darulfatwa of Australia was established by some vi-
sionary Imams and Muslim community leaders who
were driven by the need to further meet the growing
spiritual requirements and demands of Australia’s
Muslim community.

Darulfatwa undertakes the responsibility of repre-
senting the sentiments of Australian Muslims in the
wider Australian community. It is an institution to
bridge the gap between the needs of Muslims and
their productive participation in the wider Australian
community.

Darulfatwa was established in accordance with the
Holy Qur’an, the Sunnah (traditions) of the Prophet
peace be upon him and the rulings of the recognised
Muslim Scholars of Islamic Madhhabs (schools of
thought).

Darulfatwa does not endorse any form of extremist
ideology, and it opposes any potential spreading of
such ideology within its constituency.

Darulfatwa makes the point unequivocally that all
acts of evil carried out in the name of Islam should
be condemned and countered by all available means.

Darulfatwa would not accept and receive any funds
for that purpose or be utilized as a means for deliv-
ering any kind of service, which does not benefit the
Australian community
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A Brief of Prophet Muhammad'’s Bi
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In the name of Allah- The Most-Merciful, praise be to Allah, The Lord
of the worlds, and may Allah raise the rank of Prophet Muhammad, his
chaste and pure followers and companions. Allah The Exalted said about
His Prophet Muhammad £ :

§ SRl 305, I EEES ¥
which means: [We sent you (O Muhammad) to the people and jinn only
as a mercy to them.]

The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad the son of *Abdullah, the son of
ANAbdul-Muttalib £z , was born on Monday the 12th of the Lunar month
Rabi*ul-Awwal, in the blessed city of Makkah during the year of the
Elephant.

It was related that when his mother Aminah gave birth to him, he landed
resting on his knees with his head raised towards the sky because it is the
place from where mercies and blessings descend.

The sky is also the direction to where supplications are made and is the
dwelling place of the angels. In reference to Allah The Exalted, He exists
without a place and without a direction.

Furthermore, when Prophet Muhammad was born, a bright light
appeared illuminating all the palaces of the land of Sham (currently
known as Lebanon, Syria, Palestine and Jordan). The light was so strong
that his mother was able to see the necks of the camels in Busra. On the
night that Prophet Muhammad #£& was born, the palace of the arrogant
dictator Kisra trembled, and 14 of its balconies collapsed, the huge fire of
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the fire worshippers which had been lit for 1000 years died out, and the
water of Lake Sawah dried up.

10

Prophet Muhammad'’s father died when Aminah was six months pregnant
with the Prophet (may Allah raise his rank). His mother died when he
was only six years of age. His grandfather *Abdul-Muttalib became his
guardian. His breast-feeding mother was Halimah As-Sa*diyyah and his
nanny was Umm Ayman Al-Habashiyyah.

Allah The Exalted gave the Prophet many virtues. They included the
privileges of Adam; the understanding of Shith, the gentleness of Nuh;
the Khullah of Ibrahim, the reward of Ishag; the articulation of Isma*il;
the wisdom of Lugman; the patience of Ayyub; the asceticism of “lsa;
the comprehension of Sulayman, the medical knowledge of Danyal; the
reverence of /lyas; the chastity of Yahya, and the acceptance granted to
Prophet Zakariyya, may Allah’s peace be upon all of them.

What more can we possibly say to speak of our Master, the Messenger of
Allah and the most favoured by The Lord of the worlds. He is the best of
the Messengers and the absolute leader of all the righteous people

What more can we possibly say in commemorating the Birth of the
Messenger of Allah, when he is the one about whom was said:

“l find that every praise of the Prophet falls short,
Even if the adulator exaggerated and exceeded,
Given that Allah The Exalted has praised him in His revealed book,
Then what value can we place on the appraisals of mankind to him.”

In the end, we ask Allah to grant us guidance on the true path and to
make our end on this path, Amin.
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Celebrating the Birth of Prophet Muhammad

All praise is due to Allah and may Allah raise the rank of Prophet Muhammad,
and protect his nation from that which he fears for it.

Commemorating the Birth (Al-Mawlid) of Prophet Muhammad by reciting
the Qur’an and remembering the honourable traits and characteristics of the
Prophet is a praised and blessed matter of immense goodness, as long as the
celebrations do not involve any types of hideous innovations which our Religion
rejects.

Moreover, it should be made clear that the act of passing rules in Religion for new
matters that appear in life is the role of the top Scholars of Islam (Mujtahidin)
such as Imam Malik, Ash-Shafi*iyy, Abu Hanifah and Ahmad Ibn Hanbal may
Allah be pleased with them and with all the righteous Salaf. It is not the job
of any person who has merely authored a small book or even large volumes;
to take on the role of the Imams of the Salaf and Khalaf, in giving religious
judgements without referring back to the Scholars whose knowledge had been
witnessed by many.

The person that renders unlawful the celebration of Prophet Muhammad'’s Birth
(AlI-Mawlid), which involves the recitation of the Qur’an and the remembrance
of the honourable characteristics of the Prophet, with the excuse that the
Prophet did not do it, is responded to with the following questions: ‘Do you
object to the presence of Maharib (prayer niches) in the Mosques believing
that it is an innovation of misguidance?!’, or ‘Do you reject the assembling of
the chapters of the Holy Qur’an (Suwar) in the present order and the insertion
of the dots under and above some of its Arabic letters with the excuse that
the Prophet did not do it?!" If you regard this as being unlawful then you are
imposing constraints on all innovations and acts of goodness that did not exist
at the time of the Prophet from which Allah has relieved us.

Imam Muslim related in his Sahih that Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him
said what means: “The one who innovates a good innovation in Islam receives
its reward and a reward similar to that of all those who practice it after him
without any lessening in their reward”.
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Our righteous leader Imam ~Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with
him, said after he gathered the people to be led by one Imam during the Tarawih
prayer in Ramadan: “Praised is this innovation” (related by Imam Bukhariyy in
his Sahih).

Imam Ash-Shafi*iyy concluded from this that “Innovations in matters of Religion
are classified into two categories: First, innovations that conflict with the Qur’an
or the Sunnah (methodology of the Prophet) or an Athar (saying of the Prophet
or the companions) or the consensus of the Islamic Scholars are classified as
innovations of misguidance. Second, innovations that agree with the Qurian
and Sunnah. They are innovations of goodness and do not conflict with any of
the aforementioned. these innovation are not dispraised” (related by Al-Hafidh
Al-Bayhagiyy in his book Managib Ash-Shafitiyy).
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g For those who need more proof, they can consider what Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajar
o) Al-*Asgalaniyy, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The celebrations of the
honourable Birth of the Prophet is an innovation of goodness”. The judgement
g of those who say that such a celebration is a disallowed innovation is an invalid
O judgement for the above mentioned reasons and proofs. Also, their saying
9 contradicts the fatwa given by the Scholars and Imams whose knowledge is
O witnessed to by many, and whose fatwas is valid, such as Al-Hafidh Ibn Dihyah,
O Al-Hafidh Al-*lragiyy, Al-Hafidh As-Sakhawiyy, Al-Hafidh As-Suyutiyy, Shaykh
o) Ibn Hajar Al-Haytamiyy, Shaykh Muhammad Bikhit Al-Muti*iyy (former Mufti of
O Egypt) and Shaykh Mustafa Naja (former Mufti of Beirut). No validity or weight
O is given to the words of those who contradict these scholars, because they are
g not mujtahids. Validity is given to the words of those who are in agreement with
O the statements of the considerable scholars of Islam. In conclusion, the ruling of
£ any matter that occurs after the death of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon
O him) is allowed, as long as that matter does not disagree with the teachings of
O Islam.
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
£ By

The Religion of Allah facilitates life and does not hinder it, and Allah is the One
that Guides to the path of integrity and uprightness. Lastly our supplication to
Allah is to unite us on spreading goodness and to bestow upon us the blessings

of Prophet Muhammad.
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Asking Allah by the Prophet and pious people |
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In his articles, the Turkish Muhaddith and Shaykh Muhammad
Zahid Al-Kawthariyy (died 1371 AH) said:

“It is permitted to ask Allah, by the Prophet, in his lifetime and after
his death. One is asking Allah by the high rank and the prestigious
status of the Prophet in this life and the Hereafter”.
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In his book Anwarul-Islam, the previous Mufti of Iraq Shaykh *Abd-ul-Karim
(died 1425 AH) said:

“All Muslims agreed unanimously that it is valid to ask Allah for things, by the
Prophet during his lifetime and after his death. It is also permitted to ask Allah,
by any of the Prophets, Messengers, Awliya’ (righteous Muslims), and all pious
Muslims. It is among the essentials of belief that Allah is The Only Creator who
brings things from the state of non-existence into the state of existence, and
nothing harms or benefits without His Will and Creating”.
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In his book “Furganul-Qur’an”, the Egyptian Shaykh Salamah Al-Quda”iyy
(died 1376 AH) said:

“Know that asking Allah for things by the Prophet is a permissible and
recommended act. Making Tawassul is a well-known and praised practice
that is known to every knowledgeable person since it is the practice of
the Prophets, the righteous Scholars and general Muslims”.
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In his book “Refuting Certain Fabrications”, the Syrian Shaykh Muhammad
Hamid (died 1389 AH) said:
“It is permissible to ask Allah, by the Messengers and Prophets of Allah. It is
a commended and lawful practice and among the reasons for answering one’s
supplication. Making Tawassul is not an act of blasphemy since one is asking
Allah, not asking anyone else, and believing that Allah is The Only Creator

without associating partners with Him”.
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Islamic Creed taught in Universities & Institutes
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In the book of Ad-Dur Ath-Thamin the Explanation of Al-

Murshid Al-Mu”in the following statement:

“All Muslims agreed unanimously that Allah is clear of
all directions i.e. above, below, right, left, in front of, and
behind”.
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In Al-*Agidah As-Sanusiyyah (a famous book that explains the

Islamic Creed) upon mentioning what is impossible for Allah to
be attributed with, the following:

“...The resemblance to the creation such as being a body that

occupies a space or a direction, or being bound to a place, or
a time”.
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In the book of Manahil Al-Alrfan the following statement:

“We —as Muslims- our belief is based on the conviction that
Allah the Exalted is not a body, and doesn’t occupy a place. He
is not composed of something, or divided into something. He
doesn’t need anything such as a place, or a time”.
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The president of Darul-Hadith An-Nuriyyah Shaykh *Aliyy Ibn *Asakir
said:
“Praise be to Allah The One Whom every one awaits his generosity

He created the heavens free standing without pillars as He willed
Not for the purpose of occupying it and being located in it.

Such is the belief of every Muslim who acquired the proper truth”.
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In his book (Al-Qaw! Al-Wajih) the president of

Al-Falah School Shaykh Ishaq Ibn *Agil Azzuz Al-
Makky said:

“Allah is supremely clear from all bodily attributes
such as compositions, divisibility, images, locations,
detachment, attachment, mobility, and immobility”.
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Imam and Hafidh Ibn Hajar
Al-*Asqalaniyy said:

Among the good deeds that can be

done in celebrating the Birth of Prophet

Muhammad are: showing happiness, joy
and devotion to the Prophet, gathering
the poor and pious people and feeding
them, reciting poetry and Islamic chants
thatinspire one to undertake good deeds
and forbid the unlawful innovations.
Praising the Prophet in chants and
listening to them are considered among
the greatest reasons that influence one
toincrease his love towards the Prophet.

Related by the Hanafiyy Scholar Ibrahim Al-
Halabiyy In his book (Ruhus-Siyar).
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The perm|55|b|I|ty of celebrating the Mawlid
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In his Fatawa Shaykh, *Alawiyy Al-Malikiyy the previous Shaykh of the Holy Mosque in
Makkah (died 1391 AH) said:

“Celebrating the Mawlid consists of three parts:

* First, mentioning the names of Prophet Muhammad, his noble lineage, the story
of his Birth and the marvellous incidents that coincided with his noble Birth, his
Prophethood, his patience in tolerating many types of hardship and injustice in order
to propagate the Religion of Islam, his immigration to Al-Madinah, and the story
of his death, all of which are among the motives which increase one’s love of the
Prophet.

* Secondly, mentioning any of the names of the Prophet leads one to make Salat on
him. This complies with the meaning of Ayah 56 in Surat-ul-Ahzab: “O you who
believed say Salat on the Prophet and salute him with a worthy salutation”.

* Thirdly, mentioning the Prophet’s impeccable traits, exemplary manners,
honourable traditions and excellent ethics. All these encourage one to follow his
path, methodology and behaviour. Scholars in Yemen took the opportunity, when
people gathered in the celebration, to teach and guide them to the right path”.
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In “Al-Hidayah Magazine”, the former Shaykh of Al-Azhar University in Egypt
Muhammad Al-Khadr Husayn (died 1378 AH):

“Celebrating the Birth of Prophet Muhammad agrees with the methodology of
his companions. Hassan Ibn Thabit, *Aliyy Ibn Abi Talib, Al-Bara’ Ibn *Azib and
Anas Ibn Malik are among those whom people used to listen to when praising
the Prophet in poetry or otherwise, and mentioning some of his noble traits,
manners and attributes”.
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In his book “Al-Minhaj Fil-Mi*raj”, Shaykh Abdul-Majid Al-Maghribiyy
(died 1352 AH) said:

“Among the good practices that Muslims celebrated is the annual
commemoration of Prophet Muhammad’s Birth. They used to gather to
listen to the story of the Prophet’s Birth, the one whom Allah had sent
to save people from the darkness of ignorance to the light of guidance”.
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In his book “Husnul-Magsid Fi “Amalil-Mawlid” Hafidh As-Suyutiyy (died 911
AH) said:

“Celebrating the Birth of the Prophet by gathering people, reciting verses of
the Holy Qur’an, reading the story of the Prophet’s Birth, telling some of the
marvellous incidents that were associated with his Birth, and feeding people
during this occasion, are all classified as virtuous and rewardable innovations
that show dedication and appropriate respect for the Prophet”.
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In his book “Al-Qawl Al-Munjyy” Shaykh Muhammad *lllaysh (died 1299 AH), the Malikiyy Scholar said: “The
first commemoration of Prophet Muhammad'’s Birth took place in the Sixth Century, and the first to initiate
it was Al-Mudhaffar the righteous king of Irbil. On that occasion, he used to invite everyone including the
highly ranked Scholars and great Sufis. Enormous banquets that included more than 5,000 barbequed lambs,
10,000 chickens and 30,000 plates of sweets would be served. Since that time, Muslims celebrate The Mawlid
during the month of Rabi*ul-Awwal. They celebrated this occasion by feeding people and giving charities to
those who are in need and other commendable deeds. This practice gained them great benefits throughout
the years”.
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In his book, “Al-Ba”ith *Ala Inkar Al-Bida” Walhawadith”, Hafidh Abdur-Rah-
man Ibn Isma*il, known as Abu Shamah (died 965 AH) said:

“Among the good innovations is what is done on the day commemorating
the Birth of Prophet Muhammad, such as giving to charity, performing other
rewardable deeds and to showing happiness and joy. In addition to being
compassionate towards the poor, such a deed signifies one’s love, praise and
deep respect for the Prophet and expresses one’s thankfulness to Allah for

sending the Prophet to this nation”.
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In his “Fatawa”, Hafidh As-Sakhawiyy (died 902 AH) said:

“Celebrating the Mawlid was initiated three centuries after The Hijrah.
Since that time Muslims in all towns and cities celebrate the Mawlid by
performing many rewardable deeds, such as giving charity, reciting the
story of the Prophet’s Birth”.
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